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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	May 19
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· School district 2010-11 budget

· Cigarette tax increase becomes law


	NEWS
	Initial 2010-11 Greenville County Schools budget presented.  The school board held the first reading of the 2010-11 school district general fund budget last Thursday.  The $399.8 million proposed budget would be $51.7 million less than the budget of two years ago.   During that time, enrollment has increased by 1,540 students.   

The budget is balanced through $23.35 million in budget cuts, the freezing of salaries, and $2.3 million of additional revenue generated by a 2% tax increase on property other than owner-occupied homes.    The percentage increase is the maximum allowed under a state-mandated formula. 
Many areas of district operations would be impacted by the cuts.  This includes the following: the student-teacher ratio in grades one through twelve would increase by one student (this is in addition to the 0.5 increase for the current year);  elementary science instructor positions would be eliminated;  the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills would not be given in 4th, 6th and 8th grades;  and the student to guidance counselor ratio would increase in middle and high schools.
These cost-saving measures would be in addition to those implemented by principals at each school.   Each principal has had to cut their school budget by $75 per student.  

The school district central office would reduce costs by $1.7 million through the elimination or freezing of staff positions.   This comes on top of $2.3 million in central office cuts over the previous two years.   See all of the proposed budget cuts.
A public hearing on the proposed school district budget will be held on Tuesday, June 1, at 6 p.m. at the district central office.  The second reading of the budget will follow. The third reading of the budget is scheduled for June 17 at 6 p.m.
Cigarette Tax Increase becomes law.  Last week both the House and the Senate overrode Gov. Mark Sanford’s veto of a bill to raise the state’s cigarette tax.  The vote in the House was 90 to 29, and the override was approved in the Senate by a vote of 33 to13.  Effective July 1, the state’s cigarette tax will increase to 57 cents a pack from the current seven cents.
Eight of eighteen Greenville County legislators voted to override the veto and enact the cigarette tax increase.   The House members voting to override were Karl Allen, Bruce Bannister, Chandra Dillard, Rex Rice, Mark Willis and Bill Wylie.  In the Senate Ralph Anderson and Mike Fair voted in the majority.



	OUR VIEW
	The school district is faced with making much deeper cuts due to decisions by the state legislature.   In 2006 the state legislature enacted Act 388, which replaced a stable source of funding for school districts (property taxes on owner-occupied homes) with an unstable source of revenue (the sales tax).   At the same time the legislature passed laws that permanently reduced Education Improvement Act funding for our schools.

Through these and other decisions, the legislature has made our state tax system dependent on fewer sources of funding leading to greater instability and less capacity to fund essential state services.  Last year the legislature created the South Carolina Tax Realignment Commission (TRAC), an independent body to review the state’s tax structure and make recommendations.   The Alliance looks forward to the release of the TRAC report in November and will be asking our legislators to use the recommendations to build a stronger, fairer state tax system in 2011.

The Alliance thanks the eight Greenville County legislators who voted to override the Governor’s veto.  It is projected that the 50-cent increase in the cigarette tax will prevent 23,300 children in the state from starting to smoke.    With approximately 90% of the annual revenue going to help pay for Medicaid, in the future more state general fund dollars will be available for funding public education and other essential state services.



	ACTION
	1.
	Read more about the school district budget.   Attend the public hearing on June 1 at 6 p.m. at the school district central office.



	
	2.
	Write a short note to thank the following Greenville County legislators for voting to override the Governor’s veto and enacting the cigarette tax increase.

	
	
	House members to thank:

	State senators to thank:

	
	 
	District 16   

Rep. Mark Willis

201 Quillen Ave. 
Fountain Inn, 29644

	District 24
Bruce Bannister

P.O. Box 10007

Greenville, 29603
	District 6
Mike Fair

P.O. Box 14632

Greenville, 29610

	
	 
	District 21

Bill Wylie 
103 Turner Forest  Ln Simpsonville, 29681

	District 25
Karl Allen

108 Lavinia Ave.

Greenville, 29601
	District 7
Ralph Anderson

315 Elder St.

Greenville, 29607

	
	
	District 23
Chandra Dillard 
5 Alleta Ave. 
Greenville, 29607

	District 26
Rex Rice

301 Providence Way
Easley, 29642
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  Join our new Facebook fan page. (Once there click on the  

  “Like” button.)


	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


