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	May 11
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	Override Governor’s veto of cigarette tax increase



	NEWS
	State Legislature passes 50-cent increase in the cigarette tax.   Governor’s veto expected.  Both the House and the Senate have passed a 50-cent increase in the cigarette tax.   The bill is now on the desk of the Governor, who is expected to veto the legislation as early as today.   A two-thirds vote of both the House and the Senate will be required to override his veto.  
South Carolina has the lowest state cigarette tax in the nation at 7 cents a pack.  The average state tax is $1.41 a pack.  The last increase in our cigarette tax was in 1977.
If the 50-cent increase becomes law, the additional revenue each year will be allocated to the following uses:
· $5 million for a statewide smoking prevention and cessation program

· $5 million to the Medical University of South Carolina Hollings Cancer Center for tobacco-related cancer research

· All remaining revenue (estimated at $123 million for the first year) would be used to help fund the currently-established state Medicaid program (and not to expand it).
(For the first five years, $1 million a year will also go to help market South Carolina-grown crops.)
In the current state general fund budget, $727 million (14% of the total budget) goes to fund the state Medicaid program.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance is involved in supporting this bill for two major reasons.

1. Increasing the cigarette tax is the best way to reduce teen smoking.  Nearly 20% of high school students in South Carolina are smokers.  For every 10% increase in the price of cigarettes, there is a corresponding 7% decrease in youth smoking rates.  A 50-cent increase is projected to prevent 23,300 South Carolina children from becoming smokers.

2. More state general fund dollars will be available to fund public education. By providing a dedicated source of revenue for Medicaid, less state general fund dollars will be needed to maintain the program.   In the future this will free up general fund money for other uses including K-12 education.



	ACTION
	Call Now!  Call House members in Greenville County and ask them to override the Governor’s veto of the cigarette tax bill.   Achieving the two-thirds vote will be most difficult in the House.   The vote could occur any time after the Governor makes his decision.
1.  Call your House member if he or she is listed below.
     Need to find your House district?   Go to Personal Voter Information   

2.  Call at least two other House members from this list.

	
	     House members believed to be undecided:



	
	     District 16   

     Mark Willis


	(803) 212-6882
	District 20

Dan Hamilton
	(803) 212-6795

	
	     District 18

     Tommy Stringer


	(803) 212-6881
	District 21

Bill Wylie
	(803) 212-6883

	
	     District 19

     Dwight Loftis
	(803) 734-3101
	District 22

Wendy Nanney
	(803) 212-6877

	
	     House member believed to support the override but needs our support:


	
	     District 24
     Bruce Bannister
	(803) 734-3009
	
	

	
	What to say:

	
	· This is [your name].  
· I live in your district (or “I live in Greenville County”).
· Please vote “yes” to override the Governor’s veto of the cigarette tax bill.
(Optional – Ask how they expect to vote on the override and let us know with an email.)



	
	Questions?
Send us an email or call 233-9535.



	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


