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	NEWS-ACTION

Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	May 6
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	Growing “Enough is enough!” 


	NEWS
	Latest on next year’s state funding for public education.   In the House version of the 2010-11 state budget, state K-12 funding was cut by $104 million.   Due to an “accounting” error and increased health care costs, the Senate version makes further cuts to the state budget including an additional $7 million cut for public schools.

In finalizing a state budget from these two versions, the legislature will decide whether to allow school districts to freeze salaries as well as allow districts flexible use of state-provided teacher supply money.   
These and several other variables will additionally determine the revenue and funding flexibility available to our school district in developing their 2010-11 budget.   Currently the school district is looking at cuts of $28 to $30 million for next school year.  The first draft of the 2010-11 school district budget will be presented to the school board on May 13 at 9 a.m.
Current-year school district budget.  Due mainly to a second, mid-year state funding reduction, our school district’s budget for the current year was recently cut another $11.6 million.   Total state funding cuts for our district now amount to $19 million for this year and $48.7 million over the last two years.



	OUR VIEW
	Help build our community’s capacity to impact public education funding.  We are still receiving an enthusiastic response to the “Enough is enough!” rally.  New subscriptions to NEWS-ACTION keep coming in every day.

Still, the rally is just the beginning.  As shown by the continued funding cuts mentioned above, we have a lot of work to do.  Persistent and wide-spread efforts will be required to keep the focus of our state legislators on the public education funding crisis and their ability to do something about it.
In the coming weeks, we will keep you informed about the school district 2010-11 budget and activity in the statehouse impacting public education.
Today, we ask you to help build our community’s capacity to impact public education funding.  Please consider taking one or both of the following two actions.  



	ACTION
	1.


	Tell us you can volunteer in the “Enough is enough!” campaign.  We need a core of people who are willing to stay informed, spread the word, recruit others to participate and network with others to affect the positions of one or more legislators.
Tell us you can help by sending us an ”I’ll volunteer” email and providing a small amount of information about yourself.   As noted in the email subject line, we ask that you provide the following four items: 


	
	
	· Name

· Your State representatives:  house member and state senator (or house & senate district numbers which can be found at voter information). 
· Zip code
· School(s) your children attend or school where you work (if applicable)
Optional

· Phone number 

· Other information about yourself (PTA officer or SIC member for the coming year; member of another organization that wants to help, etc.)


	
	2.
	Make a donation to help The Alliance’s advocacy efforts.  $10, $15, $25 or more can help us work with you to improve funding for our public schools.
· Donate online (For “Donation Type,” select “General Donation” and in the “Comments” section at the bottom type in  “For Advocacy” )

Or
· Send a check marked “For Advocacy” to the following address:

The Alliance for Quality Education

225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1

Greenville, SC  29607


	
	Questions?   Call us at 864-233-9535.

Thank you!  We’ll be in touch!


	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


