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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	Apr. 27
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	“Enough is enough!” rally a great success


	NEWS
	More than 500 people attended the “Enough is enough!” rally for public education held on April 19.  The event was held at CU-ICAR in Greenville and sponsored by The Alliance for Quality Education.  Watch the video.

Six outstanding speakers made the case that continued funding cuts will have a devastating impact on classroom instruction, the education of our children and the teaching profession.   The House-passed budget for next year includes a per-pupil amount (the base student cost) of $1,630—a level last funded in 1995.   

The speakers also made clear that the funding cuts are not due entirely to the economic recession but are also a result of choices the state legislature has made in recent years—choices that have directly reduced funding for our public schools.

As was pointed out at the rally, in the upcoming year the legislature will have important choices to make about the future of public education funding.   They can choose to implement comprehensive state tax reform that will provide a stable and adequate level of funding for public education and all state services.   Or they can choose to maintain the status quo and allow even deeper cuts in funding for our public schools.
More than 1,800 cards from the Greenville community have been sent to our state legislators!  Starting with participants at the rally and followed up by the work of PTAs and concerned individuals at various schools, more than 1,800 cards have been sent to our state legislators.  The message on the cards asks them to prevent any further cuts to public education, oppose any new mandates and to find new revenue streams to increase funding for our schools.   The full senate began deliberations today on the 2010-11 state budget.
Read more about the rally and watch parts or all of the video.


	OUR VIEW
	The rally and the cards were a great success!   But this is just the beginning.  Over the next 13 months we need everyone to stay involved in order to bring about improved funding for our public schools.

State comprehensive tax reform is currently being studied by an independent state tax realignment commission (TRAC).  The commission will report their recommendations on November 15 of this year.

It is the job of all of us—parents, educators, business leaders and concerned citizens—to make sure that the legislature acts on those recommendations during the 2011 legislative session.  We must work together to educate, persuade and help our state legislators to comprehensively reform the state’s tax system—to create a tax structure that will ensure adequate and stable funding for public education and all other essential state services.   
Let’s work together to get the word out, get organized, and take action! 


	ACTION
	Watch for the next NEWS-ACTION hitting your inbox soon!   

It will provide next steps for getting our leaders to make public education a priority in our state!


	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.
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