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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	Mar. 10
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	Protect K-12 education from further funding cuts


	NEWS
	State funding for K-12 education. The state budget for the upcoming fiscal year beginning July 1 will be debated in the House of Representatives starting next Monday, March 15.  

The state general fund budget has decreased from $7.3 billion in 2008 to a proposed $5.1 billion budget for 2010-11.   To reach this lower amount, the legislature would have to make $575 million in cuts for the coming year.  
With cuts expected to be spread across all state agencies and services, the proposed House budget calls for a $100 million reduction in funding for K-12 education.  This will be on top of the nearly $600 million in state funding cuts for public education over the past two years.  During that same time period, state funding for our school district has been reduced by more than $47 million.   
A major source of state funding is per pupil funding provided under the Education Finance Act.    The current per pupil amount is $1,764 (the 1996-97 funding level).   In the   proposed budget for next year, this amount is reduced to $1,630 (the 1995 funding level).
According to Education Week, about half of the states are poised to cut funding for public education this year.   Others will keep funding level with the previous year while two states are looking at a slight increase.

Teacher furloughs.   Under current legislation teacher furloughs are an option that school districts can use to deal with reduced funding.   Furloughs are not required.  Each district can make their own decision.   However, if a school district decides to implement furloughs, administrators would have to take twice as many furlough days as teachers.



	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance calls for the state legislature to explore all revenue and budget options to protect K-12 education from further cuts.   Our school district has done an exemplary job of foreseeing, and preparing for, state funding reductions and protecting classroom instruction.   The state legislature has provided school districts with funding flexibility allowing categorical funds to be used for any purpose.  Despite both of these efforts, the sum of funding cuts is so deep that our school district will find it very difficult not to impact teachers and the classroom in the upcoming district budget.



	ACTION
	Call our House members in Greenville County and ask them to protect funding for K-12 education.
Who to call:



	
	District 16

Mark Willis
	(803) 212-6882
	District 23

Chandra Dillard
	(803) 212-6791

	
	District 17

Harry Cato
	(803) 734-2701
	District 24
Bruce Bannister
	(803) 734-3009

	
	District 18

Tommy Stringer
	(803) 212-6881
	District 25

Karl Allen
	(803) 734-3006

	
	District 19

Dwight Loftis
	(803) 734-3101
	District 26

Rex Rice
	(803) 734-3035

	
	District 20

Dan Hamilton
	(803) 212-6795
	District 27

Garry Smith
	(803) 734-3045

	
	District 21

Bill Wylie
	(803) 212-6883
	District 28

Eric Bedingfield
	(803) 734-2962

	
	District 22

Wendy Nanney
	(803) 212-6877
	
	

	
	What to say:

	
	· This is [your name].  
· I live in your district.  (If it applies – Also call house members out of your district!)
· I am a [member of my school PTA/SIC;  parent/grandparent of a child in public school; business person/work at _____;  teacher;  or whatever best applies].
· I ask that you protect K-12 from further funding cuts.
· Please call me back and let me know what you are doing to protect funding for K-12 education 


	
	Need to find your House district?   Go to Personal Voter Information  

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


