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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	Jan. 13
  2010
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	Oppose Point-of-Sale bill


	NEWS
	State Senate to vote soon on point-of-sale bill (H.3272).    The 2010 state legislative session began yesterday.   One of the first votes in the State Senate will be on the point-of-sale bill.    It would establish a maximum increase in assessed value of 15% when property is reassessed at the time it is sold or transferred.
In 2006 the state legislature passed Act 388, which eliminated the property tax on owner-occupied homes for school operating expenses and replaced it with a one-cent increase in the statewide sales tax (other than groceries).  

To help offset the negative impact of this legislation on school operating funding, the law included a provision that residential and commercial property would be reassessed when it is sold or transferred.  This is in addition to the 5-year property reassessment cycle.

Point-of-sale reassessment helps our school district gain some additional revenue due to growth in non-residential property values and helps offset the loss of residential property tax revenues for school operations.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance opposes the point-of-sale bill for two reasons:


	
	1.
	If passed and signed into law, Greenville County Schools would lose nearly $1.8 million in annual revenue (and our county would lose up to $4 million for other services).   
This potential funding reduction comes after the state cut $30 million out of last year’s school district budget.  Additional cuts have been made this school year:   In September the state enacted a 4% cut resulting in a loss of $8 million for our school district;   This was followed by an additional cut of 5% announced in December.
The state should not inflict further damage to public school funding.


	
	2.
	Our state legislature needs to stop making piecemeal changes to the state’s tax structure and instead work to reform the entire state tax system.

The legislature has established the South Carolina Tax Realignment Commission (TRAC). The commission has begun the important work of reviewing the state’s tax structure and will be making recommendations later this year for comprehensive reform.   Any further changes to our tax law should wait until the TRAC commission has released its reports.



	ACTION
	Call our state senators in Greenville County and ask them to oppose bill H.3272 – the point-of-sale bill.

Who to call:

	
	Sen. Phillip Shoopman  (district 5)

	(803) 212-6032

	
	Sen. Mike Fair    (district 6)

	(803) 212-6420

	
	Sen. Ralph Anderson    (district 7) 

	(803) 212-6032

	
	Sen. David Thomas   (district 8)

	(803) 212-6240

	
	Sen. Danny Verdin    (district 9)

	(803) 212-6230

	
	Sen. Shane Martin    (district 13)
	(803) 212-6100

	
	What to say:

	
	· This is [your name].  
· I live in your district.  (If it applies – Also call senators out of your district!)
· I am a [member of my school PTA/SIC;  parent/grandparent of a child in public school; business person/work at _____;  teacher;  or whatever best applies].
· I ask that you oppose bill 3272.
· Stop taking funding from our public schools.

· Stop making piecemeal tax changes.  We need comprehensive tax reform. 


	
	Need to find your state senate district?   Go to Personal Voter Information  

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.
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