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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	JUNE 10
   2009
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· State to accept federal stimulus funds.
· School District 2009-10 budget passed.
· Tuition tax credit (voucher) bill sent back. 


	NEWS
	The State Supreme Court rules in favor of state receiving stimulus funds.    Last Thursday the South Carolina Supreme Court unanimously ruled that the Governor must accept $700 million in federal stimulus money on behalf of the state.  The ruling was the outcome of two lawsuits against the Governor concerning his refusal to apply for the funds.   More information.
In each of the next two years, the state will receive $350 million with school districts in the state receiving $184 million each year.   This year’s stimulus amount will provide $19.5 million to Greenville County Schools.   These funds likely saved 106 teaching positions and 15 central office positions.

Greenville County Schools completes 2009-10 budget.  With a final decision made on the stimulus funds, our school board was able to pass a budget for the next school year.  The $444 million general fund budget for 2009-10 is $7.4 million less than the original 2008-09 budget.    Taxes will not increase. 
Due to the overall reduction in expected revenue, the district’s student-teacher ratio will increase by 0.5 student per teacher.   In addition the number of “above-baseline” teaching and support staff positions for schools will decrease.   25 positions at the district level will be eliminated or frozen.   More information.
Tuition tax credit bill sent back to subcommittee in the Senate.  In May a bill creating a tuition tax credit/school voucher program in our state ran into significant opposition from members of the Senate Education Committee. The bill was sent back to the K-12 subcommittee.



	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance is pleased that the state will accept the stimulus funds.    During the just-completed school year, Greenville County Schools experienced $27.6 million in state mid-year funding cuts to its general fund budget.   With continued weak state revenue, The Alliance is pleased that the state will accept the stimulus funds—funds that will save a large number of teaching positions and help minimize the negative impact on the education of students in our public schools.

Tuition tax credit/school voucher bills will not be going away.   Large amounts of out-of-state money will continue to keep this issue alive in South Carolina.  Out-of-state, pro-voucher individuals and groups continue to significantly fund the election campaigns of many candidates for our state legislature and state offices.  In addition many of these same individuals and groups provide the primary funding for pro-voucher organizations in our state.


	ACTION
	1.
	Please continue to forward this newsletter to friends, neighbors and those interested in a quality public education system.

 

	
	2.
	Have a great summer!

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


