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	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· Veto overridden.   Your calls made a difference! 
· Thank legislators who voted to override. 


	NEWS
	The legislature overrides the Governor’s veto on using the federal stimulus funds.    On Tuesday last week the Governor vetoed the use of $350 million of federal stimulus funds in next year’s state budget.  The next day both the House and the Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto. 

With a 93 to 23 vote the House easily attained the two-thirds majority to override the veto.  Achieving the two-thirds vote in the Senate was more difficult.  The Senate vote was 34 to 12, just 3 votes over the minimum necessary.

Whether our state will accept the stimulus funds is now before the courts.  Immediately after the legislature voted to override his vetoes, the Governor filed a lawsuit in federal court claiming that the Governor has sole authority to act for the state in this matter.   Last Friday similar lawsuits by two different groups were filed in state court arguing that based on the actions by the state legislature, the Governor must act to accept the stimulus funds.

Hearings on the two state lawsuits will occur in the next few days.  The first state lawsuit will be heard before the State Supreme Court this Thursday.  The second one now has to go before the Federal District Court next Monday to determine if it is a federal case or a state case.    Arguments on the Governor’s lawsuit do not have to be filed in federal court until June 10.    How the process among the three lawsuits and the two courts will play out is not clear.  More information.


	OUR VIEW
	Your phone calls made a difference!   Thank you to everyone who called our local legislators in the days leading up to the override vote.   Several local state senators were targeted by those supporting the Governor to get their vote to sustain his veto.   However, with the help of our phone calls, all of these senators voted to override the veto!  Thank you.  Your actions made a difference!
The Alliance thanks our local legislators that supported using the stimulus funds.

Our local state legislators played a key role in securing the votes needed to override the governor’s veto on using the federal stimulus money in next year’s state budget.

The Alliance thanks House members Karl Allen, Bruce Bannister, Harry Cato, Chandra Dillard and Mark Willis and State Senators Ralph Anderson, Mike Fair, Shane Martin and David Thomas.  
A quick resolution to the court cases is needed.  Our school district cannot complete a budget and staffing plan for the next school year until a final outcome from these court cases is reached.  The Alliance is pleased that the courts are moving quickly on the two state lawsuits.


	ACTION
	Please thank our legislators who voted to override the Governor’s veto. 


	
	Call or mail a brief note to one or more of the following State Senators and House members.     Thank them for supporting the use of the federal stimulus funds, for voting to override the Governor’s veto and for providing needed funding for our public schools



	
	Sen. Ralph Anderson      

315 Elder St.

Greenville, SC  29607

	235-0611
	
	Rep. Karl Allen

108 Lavinia Ave.
Greenville, SC  29601

	235-9049

	

	
	Sen. Mike Fair

P.O. Box 14632

Greenville, SC 29610


	246-4257
	
	Rep. Bruce Bannister

P.O. Box 10007
Greenville, SC  29603


	676-9250
	

	
	Sen. David Thomas

23 Wade Hampton Blvd.

Greenville, SC  29609

	271-6371
	
	Rep. Harry Cato

P.O. Box 223

Travelers Rest, SC  29690


	834-7059
	

	
	Sen. Shane Martin

2741 Glenn Springs Rd.

Spartanburg, SC  29302
(part of his district is in Greenville County)
	(864) 804-8499
	
	Rep. Chandra Dillard

5 Alleta Ave.

Greenville, SC  29607


	233-6549
	

	
	
	
	
	Rep. Mark Willis

201 Quillen Ave.

Fountain Inn, SC  29644

	862-6179
	

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


