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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.
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   2009
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· Teaching positions and class sizes at risk
· Call state senators to override Governor’s veto


	NEWS
	Teaching positions and larger class sizes are on the line.    If our state does not accept the federal stimulus funds, our school district will lose another $20 million.  More teaching positions will go unfilled and class sizes will grow even larger.

Last week the legislature approved and sent to the Governor a budget that includes the use of the stimulus funds.   Today, Governor Sanford is expected to veto the use of the federal stimulus money.
The governors’ veto can be overridden by the legislature with a two-thirds vote in both the House and the Senate.   The votes on whether to override are expected to occur either Wednesday or Thursday of this week.  Based on recent votes on the budget, there are enough votes in the House to override the veto.  However, the Senate vote will be close.
Greenville County Schools’ current budget for next year is based on the state budget passed by the legislature—a budget that includes the stimulus money.   Even with the stimulus funds, our district will have to eliminate 284 teaching positions and class sizes will increase.

To keep from losing more teaching positions and increasing class sizes even further, our state must accept the federal stimulus funds allocated for South Carolina.   A tax increase, which the school board is not considering, would not come close to making up the loss of the federal funds.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance strongly supports using the federal stimulus funds.  To not take this money will severely harm our public schools and the quality of education that can be provided our children.   
Our school district’s capacity to provide a quality education for all students has already been hurt by the loss of the $30 million in state funds during the current school year.   Never in one year have our public schools incurred such drastic funding cuts.

Without the stimulus funds, our state government is in an even worse position to fund our schools for next year.

To not accept these funds is unreasonable and unnecessarily harms our state and state taxpayers.  The stimulus money will go to other states if we don’t use it.   And we will have to help pay it back whether our state uses it or not.   
The two years of federal stimulus funding will allow time for our state economy to recover to the point where state government is better positioned to adequately fund our schools.


	ACTION
	URGENT!  PLEASE TAKE ACTION TODAY!


	
	1.
	Call these local state senators and 1) Thank them for supporting the use of the stimulus funds; and 2) Ask them to vote to override the governor’s veto.


	
	
	Sen. David Thomas
	1-803-212-6240

	
	
	Sen. Mike Fair
	1-803-212-6420

	
	
	Sen. Ralph Anderson

	1-803-212-6032

	
	2.
	Call these local state senators and ask them to vote to override the governor’s veto.


	
	
	Sen. Shane Martin
	1-803-212-6100

	
	
	Sen. Phillip Shoopman
	1-803-212-6032

	
	
	Sen. Danny Verdin


	1-803-212-6230

	
	3.
	Please forward this to people who care about our public school students.

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.
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