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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	  May 8
  2009
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· Oppose vouchers:  Call key State Senators

· Support use of stimulus money for our schools



	NEWS
	Tuition tax credit/voucher bill up for vote.   Next Wednesday, May 13, the Senate Education Committee will consider Senate bill 520 creating a tuition tax credit/school voucher program in our state.

Under this bill, families of any income level will be allowed a tax credit in excess of $2,000 for each child attending a private school.   Homeschoolers will receive a tax credit of $1,000 for each home-schooled child.  
In addition corporations and individuals will get tax credits of up to $50,000 per year for donations to organizations that provide school vouchers to children from low-income families—children who may already be attending a private school.  
The state Board of Economic Advisors (BEA) has analyzed the revenue impact of the bill.  The BEA estimates that, in the first year of full implementation, the net revenue reduction across the state and local school districts will be $128 million.   The BEA estimates that 84% of the tax credits will go to students already attending private school or being homeschooled.
South Carolina’s acceptance of Federal stimulus funds still to be decided.   South Carolina is eligible to receive $700 million ($350 million for this coming school year) in federal stimulus money. The bulk of that funding will go to help restore funding for public education.   
During this school year, the state cut $387 million in funding for K-12 public education.  The stimulus money will help make up for some, but not all, of this lost funding.

Without the stimulus money, state base funding for our schools will drop to 1999 levels.  Our school district estimates that over 400 teaching positions will go unfilled and class sizes would increase dramatically.
The stimulus money will go to other states if we don’t use it.   And we will have to help pay it back whether our state uses it or not.   A current TV ad talks about why this is such an important issue for our state. 

Both the House and Senate state budgets for next year include the stimulus funds.  The Governor is expected to veto the use of the stimulus money.   To override his veto, both the House and the Senate need 2/3rds of their members to vote to override.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance opposes any form of tuition tax credits and school vouchers for the following reasons:

· The bill does not protect taxpayers.  Schools benefiting from tax credits and vouchers are not required to be academically or financially accountable to the public.
· The bill does not require private schools to accept students that don’t meet their admission requirements.   Most do not accept students performing below grade level. Schools will choose and not parents.   And there is no provision for transportation.
· Independent and accountable charter schools can be established anywhere in the state.
· There is a lack of evidence that tax credits and vouchers improve educational achievement particularly for low-income and low-achieving children.   This is based on more than 20 peer-reviewed, unbiased research studies by universities and the federal government.
· The bill will result in a large reduction in state revenue—revenue that could go to support public education.
The Alliance supports taking the Federal stimulus funds.  To not take this money will severely harm our public schools and the quality of education that can be provided our children.  


	ACTION
	1.
	Call the following state senators and ask them to oppose bill 520 – the tuition tax credit/voucher bill.



	
	
	Sen. Ralph Anderson
	235-0611

	
	
	Sen. Darrell Jackson
	(803) 776-6954 (h);  (803) 771-0325 (w)

	
	
	Sen. Larry Martin
	(864) 878-6105 (h);  (864) 306-2126 (w)

	
	
	Sen. Shane Massey
	(803) 480-0419 (h);  (803) 649-6200 (w)

	
	
	
	

	
	2.
	Call Sen. Luke Rankin and thank him for his opposition to the tuition tax credit/voucher bill:    (843) 626-6269 (h);  (843) 248-2405 (w)

	
	
	
	

	
	3. 
	Call your State Senator and ask him to vote to override the Governor’s veto on using the federal stimulus funds.    Senator contact information.

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.
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