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	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topic:  
	· Federal Stimulus Money for South Carolina


	NEWS
	Governor Sanford has until this Friday, April 3, to inform the federal government that South Carolina will accept $700 million in federal stimulus funding.   This is $350 million a year for two years with the majority of funding to be used for K-12 education.   
So far the Governor has stated his intention to not accept the funds for the required purpose of funding education and other essential state services.  If the money is not spent in South Carolina, it will be reallocated to other states.
Without the stimulus funds, the State Senate is looking at cutting $368 million from the House-passed budget that used the stimulus money.  This includes a cut of $161.5 million from K-12 education.   It is estimated that not accepting the stimulus money could result in the lay off of 4,000 teachers in the state.
According to Greenville County Schools, without the federal stimulus funds, next year’s state funding for our school district will be reduced by approximately $28 million from the House-passed budget.   This could result in the loss of more than 480 teachers in Greenville County as well as numerous other administrative, clerical and programmatic positions.  Classroom size would increase dramatically.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance supports taking the Federal stimulus funds.  To not take this money will severely harm our public schools and the quality of education that can be provided our children.  Our school system has already incurred $30 million in cuts during this school year. 

Taking the federal stimulus funding would put state base student funding near, but below, the 2006-07 level.   Not taking this money would put the base student amount below what was funded in 1999-2000.   We could go backwards by a decade.

A reduction of this size would be truly devastating for our students and teachers.


	ACTION
	Call Governor Sanford at (803) 734-2100.   Tell him to accept the federal stimulus funds for South Carolina.    Otherwise he will severely damage our public schools and the quality of education our children can receive. 

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.
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