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	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· Federal Stimulus Bill and Public Education


	NEWS
	Following yesterday’s vote in the U.S. Senate, both the U.S. House and Senate have passed versions of the federal stimulus bill.   The total amounts of both bills are very similar, but there are some differences in the details of both spending and tax cuts.  The bill now goes to conference committee where leaders of both the House and Senate will develop a compromise version that can pass both houses of Congress.

Both versions of the bill contain stimulus funding for public education.   Some types of K-12 funding have identical amounts.   However, there are two areas of significant difference.
Both the Senate and House versions provide “State Fiscal Stabilization Fund’ monies for public education (K-12 and Higher Education).   This funding would help states address state education budget cuts thereby improving operational funding for our schools and universities for the next two years.   The difference is that the House version would provide $553 million over two years.  The Senate’s version calls for $449 million or about $100 million less.

The other major difference is that the House version would provide South Carolina with $209 million over two years for school modernization for both K-12 schools and our universities.   The Senate version provides no funding for this purpose.



	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance takes no position on the Federal stimulus bill.  The bill as a whole does not relate to the mission of our organization.

Since a stimulus bill is expected to pass Congress and signed into law by the President, the Alliance supports the higher levels of funding for public education now part of the House version of the bill.    This would protect more teaching and instructional support positions in our schools and improve classroom instruction.
So far this school year, K-12 education in the state has been cut by $343 million.  Next year, state funding for schools is not expected to increase and could be less.  The $276 million a year for two years in the House version will not even cover the current funding reduction.  
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	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


