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Be Informed.  Take Action.  Improve Greenville’s Public Schools.



	FEB. 3
  2009
	Welcome to The Alliance for Quality Education’s NEWS-ACTION—a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions you can take to help improve our schools.   



	
	Today’s topics:  
	· State budget cuts for public education
· School district needs flexible use of state funds



	NEWS
	Following a second budget cut in December, state funding for public education has now been cut $334 million for this school year.   The average school district has incurred a 10% cut in state funding.   The State Dept. of Education has been cut 20%.   (96% of state public education funds go directly to school districts with 1% going to the Dept. of Education.)
To date state funding for Greenville County Schools has been reduced by $28 million.  So far the district has avoided major funding cuts in instruction.   The district anticipated reduced funding, and cuts have been made in supplies, travel, professional development and other areas.  
Legislation to provide school districts, for the current year and 2009-10, more flexibility in their use of state funds and to suspend some state-mandated expenditures was recently introduced in the House of Representatives (H.3352). It is now under discussion in the House Ways and Means Committee.


	OUR VIEW
	The Alliance supports a joint House-Senate resolution providing school districts and the State Dept. of Education immediate flexibility in their use of state funds.   
This includes the suspension of some state mandates and the ability to transfer funds between line-item accounts and co-mingle funds regardless of source.  This will allow our school district to protect core instructional and operational services to students. 



	ACTION
	Call your state legislators (House member and State Senator).  
Tell them you live in their district.  Tell them to pass a Joint Resolution to provide school districts with immediate flexibility in using state funds.


	
	-  Find your state legislator House district and Senate district:  Click on “Check your voter registration information,” follow the instructions, and on the voter information page find your “House district” and “Senate district.”
-  Use the contact information to make your calls to your State Senator and House representative.    During the day, call their Columbia office phone number and leave a message, or call their home number in the evening.

	
	Receive this NEWS-ACTION from a friend?   Get your own free subscription and stay informed!   It’s easy.  Just click Subscribe.
Who is The Alliance anyway?  To find out, click Alliance web site.

What do you think?   We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Just click Comments.

Not your cup of tea?   To unsubscribe, just click Unsubscribe.

NEWS-ACTION is a brief, periodic update on issues affecting Greenville public schools and actions the community can take to help improve our schools.    NEWS-ACTION is a publication of The Alliance for Quality Education, 225 S. Pleasantburg Dr., Suite B1, Greenville, SC  29607, 864-233-4133.


